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After these events, the word of HASHEM came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Fear not,

Abram, [ am a shield for you; your reward is very great.”

5. myma — Outside. The Midrash interprets that God took
Abraham outside the realm of reason and nature. Abraham
knew that he and Sarah could not have children together,

2And Abram said, "My Lord, HAsHEM/ELOHIM: What can You give me seeing that I go but God told him now that the Jewish people transcend the

*hildless, and the steward of my house is the Damascene Eliezer?”

laws of nature, which are symbolized by the stars and con-
stellations. Thus, even though he and Sarah were naturally

3 771en Abram said, “See, to me You have given no offspring; and see, my steward inherits incapable of having children together, they were superior to

ne.

4 Suddenly, the word of HASHEM came to h1m saying: “That one will not inherit you. Only him

the stars and would have children, if such was God’s design.
This vision also symbolized to Abraham that just as no one
can conquer the stars, so will no nation ever succeed in exter-

that shall come forth from within you shall inherit you.” > And He took him outside, and said; minating Israel (Pesikta Zutresa).
“Gaze, now, toward the Heavens, and count the stars if you are able to count them!” And He Furthermore, by comparing Israel to the stars, God indi-

said to him, “So shall your offspring be!" ¢ And he trusted in HASHEM, and He reckoned it to him

as righteousness.

cated that when Israel does God's Will, they are above all oth-
ers — like the stars; when they disobey His will, they. are
trampled by all — like the dust of the earth [cf. 13:16; 28: 14]

" He said to him, “I am HASHEM Who brought you out of Ur Kasdim to give you this land to (Megilizh 16a).

inherit it.”

8 He said, “My Lord, HASHEM/ELOHIM: Whereby shall | know that I am to inherit it?"
? And He said to him, “Take to Me three hezfers, three goats three rams, a turtledoue, and

3 Rashs (Sogesin £4)

1. Bereishis Rabbah. 44:10. According to.the.simple
meaning, the fact that God took Abram outside.seems
)F both insignificant and meanmgless, for Abram knew

5. TYIMT INX Ky — AND HE TOOK HIM OUTSIDE.  101w/D % — According to its simple meaning,

that the stars:were numerous without having to look at
them again. This midrashic interpretation and the one

5 %7317 — [God] took [Abram] out of his tent yinY — to the outside D319 NiX9Y — to see which follows explain why “and He took him outside”
the stars. igsignificant (Gur Aryeh ).
® iy by — But according to its midrashic interpretation, 19 1nx — [God] said to [Abram], x¥

v Am:s;-.mxxn — *“Go out from your astrology, i.e., abandon your astrological calculations, ¥ V43 -~ . ﬁ L3P ~N i
nibyea — which you have seen by the signs of the zodiac 13 1mynb Ty 38Y — to the effect that ,) 2 =
you are not destined to bear a son.”” 13 15 1 092K — This is true inasmuch as Abram shall have D 3T NWN T 5N WK N, vp AT Raw) NOBI
nosom, ’'OIIRR,, 5:3 but Abraham, which will be your new name, 13 1 v — shall have ason. S AR TSIAN IR NRDY Ny 7aNmes B PNW

mme birth, o8 17, 53K — but Sarah shall T3 3R Y MY T T3 2R vi8? BTN
give birth. _mx nw na% x7ip ux — I shall give you different names _ by myny — and the SR YRS NI TN DN 0D BeY 0b N PN
mandate of the zodiac shall change.” R OB PIpaneR nbono ESw S may rind
nx 937 — Alternatively, by by ¥bme 1wt — [God] took [Abram] out of the space of the PRY oW MIMLBORD RY TS BN /M3 Torh mn

world ., B33 0 riitrd T = . and raised him above the stars. 733 11w% 1 — This is the

reason the verse uses an expression of the verb mwan, “gazing,” which denotes
looking from above to below"?
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HAT ARE YOU SUPPOSED TO DO WHEN YOU ARE R°p
asked to do the impossible? Most people would 7
simply shrug their shoulders and forget about it.
After all, doing the impossible is impossible, isn’t it? Not nec- mec5 O ox ﬂ’::'l:'t TIBTY MU KD DIT VIR T I R
sssarily. | 1 0) T S n 5 maer e
The Torah tells us that Hashem promised Avram that he oo mxad pind Yorxn IRWNT Wb b - T I swv ]
would have children (15:3-5). “And Avgam said, ‘O my ‘1 oYY KA Yo B an e A s e— Y e T T
Master, Lord, what can you give me if [ am childless?’ . .. And <y wﬂggf‘:,jmmws,y T e e = 1‘773‘ 5 y
He brought him outside, and He said, ‘Look up at the sky and  x¥ 71y W37 mwn ot oK Ty w—— e —— m
count the stars, can you count them'—" And he said to him, ‘So  mm DY DR 'm = '7‘7s|n-n ' 2w *or pomy nlnn‘m - n;:\:
shall your children be.” i - | Syl
Rav Meir Shapiro asks what a person would do if he were ' i o
told to count the stars. One look at the myriad stars in_the )
heavens would tell what an impossible task this was, and he ) »
~would not even bother to attempt it. But that is not what mivam) T 9% mwn SN -y
Avram did. When Hashem told him to “look up at the sky and « ) 8
count the stars,” that is exactly what he did. He began to count :
the stars even though doing so appeared to be impossible.
“Koh yihyeh zarecha,” Hashem responded. “So shall you
children be.” Avram’s extraordinary trait of eternal optimisny

>0 A -gwin Al e

R K951 [DIXD PI0BT DR X3 9731 phatn x1Dw TRn 31 pwan [N

‘Tbn MIYRYE I X oW _OTIaK 020190 0w 0maR? IBK 37apmw an
DY R7X IR 9T WA LTI W 097 773pn MK I ,MD0b nnn (oRw
his_refusal to acknowledge the impossibility of any task, R T T Epn e s ——— oY
characterize his descendants. This will be the hallmark Of?h ) ng "?W el o sateiisd iaial -p-p a9 ’-nm .73pR 15 AMZ 720D ’7’7: 1% ymon
Jewish people. No matter how difficult a task may seem, _trhe“ B2 D7PP KR IDIRD X CIPE AR D™PY TN 0DD N AR 973 e (8]
Jew will not despair. He will try and try and try again. ' j/ln:y IO Jn 10 AR noms

-

;’f And when we try, amazing things often happen- Even if we . S \j—A

think something is entirely beyond our meager abilities, when

- - ) ) nN‘ :!’
we try persistently we discover strengths and abilities that we ) o ’ , LA |
never knew we possessed. We find in ourselves new reservoirs -
of capablllty, new potential that we never knew existed. We ‘732__1771-11777 837 7 2377w
learn we can go beyond all the limits and restrictions that we 2R TN now K¥N WA Y o
had'cc?r?s@ered impenetrable boundaries. - 7Y, nvpnn Aan N 4181 S
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to be said to Avraham were only as countless as the stars,” it would 197 P MPTe T o3 mares
not have been necessary to take him outside. Surely Avraham knew how BB DA LNE6 SThm W -
numerous are the stars, how countless for the human eye. '

Wherever we find in 73n symbollc illustration beside the spoken

N3 3R 1meSy = /n oty R = pilal:h
NI 27 90NN TN NN NS Rt

word; wherever a sign, an experience, and a symbol are combined with

9—1 Divine utterance — the utterance is thereby given a deeper and 50 70 o8 MR oo memen
"broader interpretation. The same is true here. The sight of the stars YD P T M S WM onn
illustrated to Avraham an idea, deepened his conception of a thought WD 05 L MNNn NN NS Ve
that contained the very essence of the Divine utterance. Before (above, w5 DaIEn MmN mnb Y5men e

13:16), when he was told “I will make your seed like the dust of the

earth,” he was not first shown dust. - -
Let us consider the sentence “X1 van” X1 is always directed against

an attitude or tendency held by the other person (see above, 5:30). Here,

Tw mraomesn 8y B N s
13 Tepmd TRy e mbma e
1971295 oman San 13 px oo
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too, then, there must have been some thought in Avraham’s mind NP AR TON M S8 Ton NS v
against which this Divine utterance was directed. From the context we WM N Smm manem anx ow oo
can discern the nature of this thought. s M ooy Sw vbmn
~9 Avraham had given up all hope of having a child; in the natural course PoysoR  mman PwS M oasen

of events, he could no longer expect the joys of fatherhood. Hence, he said:
“What would You give me— seeing that I will depart from this world child- -
less” Thereupon God led him out into the open and said to him, “Look
toward heaven!” There, in the heavens, we behold an order that is entirely
different from that on earth. On earth we no longer see anything created

*dlrectly by God. Everything we see on earth is a product of something else
already created; is not directly the work of God’s hands, but, rather, is de-
veloped from other creations and is caused by natural factors.
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“TFrom the vantage point of earth, where every effect comes from its
given cause, Avraham’s loss of hope was logical: He would have no
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rational basis for hoping that he might yet ha.ve children. '.I‘herefo-rfe
& Qod bade him look up toward heaven. There, in heaven, exists a dif-
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ferent world; there we behold the work of Creation; there everything

was created directly by God. (Were we able to see the earth as a whole, as

Tor MPBOXRA KT 1D WR T (T D) TEMT NS 8Em
W e BAIAR AR 12 4% PR DUAR 13 TRYT TOY JORY MYa nRaw

another heavenly body, it wotld afford us a similar perspective.) Herice,> AVIIK WK (I 379) /2331 D5 INTMY AN Ow. 85% RTP Ik 401 13
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zhe who wishes to see a form of existence created — directly and without

intermediation — by God’s power should gaze at the stars; he should raise) L WWED I PNV LOITIARD QUATOP IR DYTHI (KDY Opn e

his eyes heavenward and behold there a world thiat was created directly by

AR OX *9 BI3K K7 THmA K MR 2K OX IR 7 0% Sv Py arx

God. “Can you count the stars?” These creations, which originated directly

WP 37F A MR oY MIPLUPRD RS OV ITRY o MRD 07

from the Creator’s utterance “>m.” are more numerous than the limited

nBRA branw AXw DGI TI0 KW NERI 10 D1 YA 1 abvad wpaam
ndYn® anR Y120 Yax bmi op By nvid TR I I 1Y 10 IR ane

creations of indirect origin on earth. Therefore, Tow nrnvx>xn 8% (Shabbos
156a) — desist from your natural, earthbound speculations and open
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#{your mind instead to the concept of this starry world.
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J @ have studied some facets of the idea that our work
\/ mustbetobreak the limitations of the natural, to live

on a plane above the natural. To understand just

! "how far this obligation extends, we need to study an area which

itself is above the physical earthly plane and yet which presents

a danger, an obstruction to spiritual growth. This area
comprises the related subjects of astrology and idolatry.

Astrology and idolatry have certain elements in common.
Let us study some of their common ground in order to
understand more clearly our role as a transcendent people, both
1nd1v1dua11y and nationally.

The Torah’s prohibition of idolatry (avoda zarq) prompts
some particularly puzzling questions. Firstly, when the Torah
prohibits us from serving “other gods”, exactly which “other

.. gods” are being referred to? The common conception of
idolatrous gods is that they are imaginary, figments of a fertile
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("« Each level has. its own uniqueness, but let us focus on one

in particular for our present purpose. Between all the higher
worlds and our concrete physical one, there is a stage which is

imagination. Worship of graven images is exactly that: people

intermediate. This stage, or world, is not directly perceived by

bowing to statues, pictures or other physical objects. But if these
“gods” are no more than lifeless statues or simply dreamed-up
ideas, why does the Torah relate to them as if they are real?
Many verses refer to gods other than Hashem as if they are very
real indeed: “Mi chamocha ba’eilim Hashem — Who is like You
among the gods, Hashem?” (To translate eilim as “mighty ones”
meaning human leaders is obviously wrong — what
comparison could there possibly be betwedn them and
Hashem?) “Ki kol elohei ha’amim elilim — For all the gods of the
nations are small gods”; “Ki Keil gadol Hashem umelech gadol al
kol elohim *— For. Hashem isa great G-d and a great King over
all gbds”. Who are these elohim acheirim, “other gods”?
Secondly, we note that the Torah’s greatest pgohibition is
idolatry; it is the first of all the negative commandments and

mystically contains all of them. Surely if idolatry y were no more
than a ridiculous misconception the Torah would nét prohibit
it thus. It would be enough to say ’Do not be gu.llible" oreven
“Do not be fools”! The root prohﬂntlpn of ti‘l Torah must surely
be posed against something of very real existence and danger.
Agam, we are forced to conclude that in the sources of idolatry
lurks something all tgb real. -

Thirdly, from a deeper persped:lve, we note that the Torah
uses names for these “other gods” which are some of the very
names which are Hashem's! Elohim acheirim other gods; eilim
gods — these names are profane versions of Hashem's names;
said without holiness, to be sure, but the same names
nevertheless. Although we never find Hashem’s “name of
essence” used thus, we certainly see His other names so used.
All:this implies that we must take the issue of idolatry much
more seriously than simply dismissing it as primitive nonsense
irrelevant to people of maturity.

\ & The answer lies in understanding sommepalevels—

which form the foundation of the Creation. The Nefesh Hachaim
and many other sources tell us that there are many interlocking
levels. to the Creation. In an infinitely stretching chain
beginning at the very Source of existence, many worlds are
connected in sequence. Each of these higher worlds infuses the
7klevel below it with existence and energy; each is “male” with

regaird to_the world below it which is, relatively speaking,
”female”, and together they “bring out” yet another levelbelow
them. This procéss continues in myriad complexity until fmally
our finite world results.

—

us, but is accessible. Its function is to transmit the higher énergies
down to this world — both the creative energy that forms the
various aspects of this level and the directing hashgacha or
Divine guidance which manipulates the affairs of our world. It
is, if you like, the interface between all the higher worlds and
ours. It isthe limit of that which can be perceived from our
perspective. This intermediate level is the world of the stars, the

zodiac, known as the mazalos.

0 In fact, the word mazal, commonly translated as “luck”,
really means a “flow”’ (b13), as inthe flow of a liquid, because it
represents the “flow” of energy from a higher level down to this
one. Of course there could not be a more inaccurate translation
than “luck”! The concept of “luck” implies total randomness,

mazal" is just the opposite; only the source of the directing

Hand behmd it is hidden, which is why it is so easﬂy perceived
by us as random. v
~v Astrology is the science of understanding this intermediate
world and using the knowledge of its structure and changes to
_ predict events in the physical world. Strictly speaking it is not
reading the future at all, that is prophecy; it is simply reading )

the present. One who knows the stars can tell what will happen )
here because the causative energies are disposed that way now,
the forces are already in action. A simple analogy would be: if
one showed a seed to an expert, he could predict what tree
would grow from that seed many years hence even though the
non-expert would see no more than an undifferentiated seed;

the expert is not seeing the fitture, he: simply knows ws seeds! And
particular seeds become: particular. trees:
predictably. That is exactly the point about 2 st ology -

a transcendent wisdom, it is a knowledge of the root, of the
natural.

thsf and app,ly thls to 1dolatry The root
dimension of the mazalos “splits” the: higher energy into Narious
“channels”, each channel being the root of certain energles
within nature, and these defined and specific energies manifest
as the details of the natural world and its events, Idolatry in
essence, is the idea of relating not to the supernal Source of all"
existence, the ultimate Oneness, but to the channels which brmg
down energy into the world, the ”oper!%s of the pipelines”. An
dolater focuses on the zodiac (avodas kochavim w'mazalos — -the
worship of stars and zodiac) or on various forces of nature; the
sun, the wind, the rain. His graven imaees are fanoihi-
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representations of these "deeper energies (an idolater ‘who
literally worships his piece of wood or stone as divine has
transgressed the prohibition of being foolish long before the
prohibition of idolatry!) Of course one who serves the ineffable
Source could never create a physical representation; onetiwhé)se _
perception goes no further than a source of the natural can.-

- The Rambam says that originally, close to the beginning of
the world’s history people acknowledged Hashem. Then came
a stage when people reasoned as follows: since Hashem uses

gencies such as the forces of nature to accomplish His will,
surely it would be fitting to give honor to these forces as His
emissaries, His viceroys? They began to accord honor to:the
intermediates as well .as to Hashem. And eventually, they
forgot about Hashem! Such was the development of the idea of
idolatry. What needs further study, though, is: what was the
underlying motivation in this error? Such slips are not casual.
In fact, the underlying reason for forgetting the Source and
remembering the intermediate levels is the most basic of all
vested interests: selfishness. Let us understand.

AN

X The real difference between worship of the Source and
worship of intermediaries is as follows. One who serves the )
Sotirce is concertied about what his obligations are; what does :

Hashem demand of me? How do I sacrifice myselff givemyself

to Hashem? One who sérves the'intermediaries is concerned_
about what they can do for him: the intermediaries are, after all,
the immediate source of all human needs, all natural functions
of the world. The idolater looks to the immediate source: of
power, love, wealth —in fact of all his needs and asks: How can
tﬁey serve me? He does not need to go further, to relate to the
absolute source: Rabbi Simcha Wasserman byt used to say that
idolatry is like the behavior of an individual who enters a

department store and wants an object which is too expensive
for his liking. He offers the clerk behind the counter a bribe so
that he should hand him the object. He is prepared to pay the
price of the bribe, but not the full price of the object. He relates
to the departmental clerk but does not concern himself with the
owner of the store — the owner: does pot dehver the goods, t.he
clerkdoes, So too an idolater: heis:prep
or hxs need.s but not the: full 91

seeks to pay off the source whlch deliy
coricerry, but Hashem, the overall owne ﬁthg whole enterprise,

ds ~,{’°f lgve,agod
of war, a god of .fertility:-v b o argated the

world! That is urelevant whe
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We can now answer the questions with which we began.
“Other gods” are not imaginary at all; they are the genuine and
Divinely created transmitters of Hashem’s energy to the world.
Their names are His because they are the agents. of His
manifestation here. What is false about them is the mistake of _
considering them to have independent power, of being free to
accept bribes, of being sources in their.own right. There ds.a
hand which gives: idolatry focuses on the hand only:and
ighores the One behind the hand; true spmtuahty seeks to
cleave to the Giver,

D\\_r : R R SR

We find Avraham Avinu arguing with Hashem -—he is told
prophetically that he will have a son, yet he argues: How can
that be, he asks Hashem, since the stars predict otherwise? How
do we understand a man arguing with Hashem Himself on.the
strength of-astrological prediction? Surely Hashem’s explicit
word overrides astrology? The answer is that the stars too; are
Hashem's words. He writes the book of the heavens, Therefore
Axrahamasks: But Hashem, Your word to me is contradicted
by Your word in-the stars! Hashem answers by teaching him

' him.

sewe*xdolaw de stands that Lam everythin g
~ to serve me! It states: tzaddikim (rlghteous indiv] duals), ﬂ\ell’ G-d
stands over them, as it says “And Hashem wag standing over

im” (at Yaakov's:dreagh of the lgddmi) whereas resha’im (evil,
md1v1duals) ‘stand over their gods; ‘as it'says.“And Pharaoh was
standing over the river” (the Nile was the Egyptian deity):
Diametric opposites:whocounts,and whereis reality?1f Hashem

counts and He is the source of reality — that is worship. But if

1 count and reality is the world of my personal desnres, that is

idolatry: T
@  This also explains why images of idolatrous worshlp are

oftenhuman in form —idolatry is really worship of the self and

" the ;graven images are projections of the self. Ast:olo
intermiediates, and idolatry — their worship. -

the great secret of Jewish existence, “And he took him outside”;
simply, outside his tent, but mystically, outside.the sphere of the
stars! You are not bound by those channels, Hashem teaches
They:.are natural, they- define the inevitable; you are
anscendent, you can define your own destiny. Of course, we
must remember that Avraham merited to be carried above the
world and the zodiac because he behaved in a superhuman

way: he withstood trials in a fashion which generated
)Xtranscendence. The message is: if you live on the higher plane,
it becomes real.
@ The gemara tells of many incidents illustrating this, and how
even one mifzva_can change a destiny. A young girl was
destined to die on her wedding day, according to expert
astrological prediction. On that day, during the wedding meal,
she took a hairpin from her hair and unconsciously inserted it
into the wall near her — and transfixed a cobra which was
poised to strike her! When she was asked what her merit was it
emerged that in the midst of her wedding celebration, at that
happiest moment, she had taken food out to a beggar who had
remained unnoticed by all the guests. A mitzva is performed, a
physical act which originates and generates transceimence, and
a person’s destiny is altered.

~ Mitzvos live on the higher plane. The root. of the word
“mitzva” is closely related to Ny “togetherness”, because a
mitzva brings us together with Hashem. Ap act whi the
potential to lift the one who performs it into direct relationship
with the Source of all existence certainly has a power far greater

_than mere intermediate levels. « . *

The Sfas Emes says that when Hashem wills an action and
we carry it out, we become one with Him. His ratzon (desire) at
the Supernal level formulates a command; that command, a

_direct expression of His will, is brought down and formulated -
as a commandment of the Torah. We then make His will our will,
we desire to carry out that commandment, and we carry it out
in the finite, physical world. His will is done. Together, we have
closed a cosmic circuit: the circuit begins at the highest level
possible and we bring it into action. The voltage is
indescribable, the flow of current infinite. Together we have
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become one cycle of cause and effect;And as we form the desire
in our minds to do His will, we become a miniature version of
- the entire process — a true tzelem Elokim (image of Hashem)!
Together in the sense of our reflecting Him, as it were, and
together in the sense of a partnership with one purpose carried
out by the harmony of desire of the artners. :
It follows then, that when we do other than the will of
H. ing ourselves away from reality, The time
spent in such activity is time out of the circuit of existence, time
wasted in purely physical levels with no higher energy being
drawn into them.

And just as a mitzva correctly performed has the power to
bond us with the Source, to make us part of the cause of existence
instead of merely part of the effects, conversely, and frighteningly,
the gemara states that the consequence of attaching importance to
astrology, of seeking divination and astrological rediction, is that
the predicted event becomes inevitable! One whoinsists on living only
within the natural becomes subject to it. One may discover

information about a forthcoming event, but in so doing one may
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~ become its victim, The Kgemara Yerushalmi, in explaining the verse
“ki lo nachash ¥ Yagkov — For there is no divination in Yaakoy”
states that the word “lo” can be read in two ways: “there is not” or
“there is to him”; there is no divining in the Jewish people, butif
one gives credence to such things, if one seeks divination “it isto
him"” — it becomes active. N
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ purpose of the Jewish people is to live ab ove
e hure: Our challenge is to rise to the dimension of Hashem's
will, the  dimension where limits are set only by our own inertia,
and not to live in the mechanical, Our test and our challenge is
to enter the source dimension. Failure is to be locked into the

- natural, the inevitable. Success is to break through to the source.
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